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• “The idea that civilization has advanced in the past, is now 
advancing and in all likelihood will continue to advance in 
the foreseeable future” (Robert Nisbet, 1998, xi)

Literature:

Progress: Bury, Edelstein, Harrison, Iggers, Nisbet, Newman, Spadafora
Growth: Easterbrook, Gray, Inglehart, Landes, Madison, Sachs, Stern

Idea of Progress / Vooruitgang / Groei

The economists have hijacked the idea of Progress
(and narrowed it down to economic growth~increase GDP) 



‘Groen’ paraplu term

• Stofwisseling met de aarde verstoord

– Mineralen N, P; C (energie); probleemstoffen

• Klimaatverandering

• Verlies Biodiversiteit

• Maatschappelijke

Context

Nieuwe fase in menselijke

Geschiedenis

Antropoceen ?



Neolithische (R)evolutie 11.700 BCE --- Holoceen



Domesticatie / Steden / Staten, Schrift / Instituties / Religie

Europa

Ca 1750:Grote Versnelling



(Ren/Ref. - Verlichting) Industriële Revolutie ca 1750



Transformation Developed World 1820-2000
(Angus Maddison RuG; Jan Luiten van Zanden ‘How was Life?’)

Soaring

• Real income

• Life expectancy

• Daly’s
• Literacy

• Educations rates

Plummeting

• Infant mortality

• Hours worked

• Food prices

• Pollution air, water, soil (only after 
1970)
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• Stabiliserende wereldbevolking door verhoging 
welvaart en betere positie van vrouwen. Als A 
toeneemt kan I alleen omlaag via T



Demografische Transitie



1. Welvaart omhoog
2. Positie Vrouwen
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Why Growth?
Why Progress?



Pursuit of Happiness (welzijn)

“they are endowed by their Creator with unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness”

(Declaration of Independence)

or

Pursuit of GDP?

The market value of all goods and services produced 

within the bouderies of a country in a certain period of 
time

(modern economic policy)



Ronald Inglehart
Hans D. Klingemann

“Genes, Culture, 
Democracy, and 

Happiness” (2000) 



De Krimp 1925          Moeskersgang 1914

Poverty Abatement

Auke van der Woud (2010) Koninkrijk vol sloppen

Nu: Afrika





• Stabiliserende wereldbevolking door verhoging 
welvaart en betere positie van vrouwen. Als A 
toeneemt kan I alleen omlaag via T



Ecological Economics
Evolutionary Economics

Green GDP

Circular Economy
sustainable development

Better Indicators

Nieuwe Concepten



Steady State Economy ----- Ecological economics J.S. Mill --- B. Commoner 
Herman E. Daly (1996) Beyond Growth. The Economics of Sustainable 

Development. Boston: Beacon Press p. 49
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Groene Revolutie



Netherlands 
Environmental 

Assessment Agency

2005
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Globalization

Regionalisation

‘End of history’
Fukuyama

Global Market
Berlin ’89 / TTIP / CETA
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‘No Logo’;‘Small is beautiful’
Naomi Klein; Schumacher

Caring region
Seattle 1999, Cancun 2003

‘Our common future’
Brundtland

Global Solidarity
Rio 1992 / Paris 2015

‘Clash of Civilisations’
Huntington // Wilders/Baudet //Trump

Safe Region
September 11  2001

Worldviews 
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Lynn T. White Jr.
Science, Vol . 155, No. 3767 
(March 1967), pp. 1203-1207



Religion? 
(Worldviews?)

Ronald Inglehart
Hans D. 

Klingemann
“Genes, Culture, 
Democracy, and 

Happiness” (2000) 



Lynn White, 1967

“Christianity inherited from Judaism not only a 
striking story of creation but also a concept of 
time as nonrepetitive and linear.”

The Arrow of Time



Origin(s) and Career

• Greek idea of natural growth, step by step

Aristotle: Grow: έπιδιδόναι and Growth: έπίδοσις ; ἐντελέχεια

Lucretius: pedetemptim progredientes gradually advancing

(De Rerum Natura. V, 1453)

• Biblical idea of a (sacred) history

Genesis, Present and Eschatology

Fused by St Augustine



Augustinus

• Time has a beginning and an End

• “The wicked walk in a circle” 
De Civitate Dei XII, 14,15, 19

Confessions Book 11



Newton & Clinton on Progress

“ If I have been able to see further, it was only because I stood on the 
shoulders of giants.”  

Isaac Newton
Letter to Robert Hooke, February 15, 1675

“The future can be better than the past, and each individual has a personal, 
moral obligation to make it so.”

Bill Clinton 
Citing Prof Caroll Quigley 

In My Life Alfred A. Knopf, New York, p78



Hoe groen is die vooruitgang?



Progress, civilization & nature

• Progress is made at the expense of nature

• Conquering nature/Wilderness is progress



Two Faces of Nature

• Tamed & domesticated

– The wheat field

– The vine yard

– The life stock

– The Garden

• Untamed & Wild; Wilderness

– Admiration, Awe Lily of the Field

– Frightening, hostile; a curse: beasts of the field; desert



Aristoteles: “Telkens wanneer de geaardheid van de dieren volkomen wordt, 
wordt deze tam. Wat uiterst volmaakt is, is altijd tam en niet wild.”

L.S. Filius (1989) Problemata Physica Arabica. 2dln VU, Amsterdam



“Er is zeker geen onrecht in het straffen en neerslaan van dieren die 
antisociaal zijn en de mens kunnen verwonden, en evenmin in het temmen 

van die dieren die vriendelijk zijn voor de mens, zeker niet als wij hen tot onze 
helpers maken in de taken waarvoor zij door de natuur zijn toegerust”

(Plutarchus Moralia Book XII, 964 F)



Verlangen naar herstel van een verloren harmonie in de schepping

De natuur (zoals hij nu is) = geen norm

Edward Hicks Peaceable Kingdom 1835





American Progress by John Gast 1872 



The Newhouse traps..

“going before the axe and the plow, forms the prow with which 

iron-clad civilization is pushing back barbaric solitude, causing the 
bear and beaver to give way to the wheatfield, the library and the 
piano”

Samuel Newhouse, The Newhouse Trapper's Guide (Oneida Community, Ltd., 
1914), p. 155



A.D. Barnosky et al. 
(2011) Nature, 471, 

51-57

Loss of ¾ of its 
species in geologically 

short interval 
(happened 5 times in 
the past 540 million 

years )



Herman E. Daly (1996) Beyond Growth. The Economics of Sustainable 
Development. Boston: Beacon Press p. 49
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Biodiversiteit

• Primair bos, diepe oceanen en ongerepte gebieden (No-Go)

• Voorzorg principe / Precautionary principle

• Verstandig gebruik, onderhoud en bescherming

• Doordachte ‘Rewilding’; meer ruimte



Yellowstone
after 1994

(vgl zeeotter Cieraad)



Biomassa zoogdieren



Wolven in Nederland

Media spektakel2013 Luttelgeest (Pools)

2017 dood Hardenberg

Wolvenprotocol

2019 Veluwe (wijfje! Man?)

Groningen 2015, welkom, mits hij zich natuurlijk gedraagt



Progress not at the expense of Nature

• Onze stofwisseling met energie - materie

– Met duurzame energiebronnen

– Minder materie

– Verschuiving naar minder problematische materie

– Technologisch geavanceerd

• Kwaliteit van (alle) leven centraal

• Goede indicatoren van Vooruitgang (verandering GDP)

• In Levensbeschouwing verankeren



Dank voor uw Aandacht


